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control over Korea, retaining possession of Port Arthur
and Dalny, and operating the Harbin, Mukden, Port Arthur
Eailway, while restoring Manchuria to China with the guar-
antee of the open door. As to the proposed indemnity and
the cession of Eussian territory I am not yet prepared
to express myself definitely; and, indeed, do not as yet
feel called upon to express myself definitely. Therefore,
in approving Japan's position as to direct negotiations
with Eussia on all points concerning the peace, I do not
wish to commit myself one way or the other on the indem-
nity and cession of territory matters."

The President did not find matters in a hopeful condi-
tion when he arrived in Washington, for on May 13, 1905,
he wrote to Sir George Otto Trevelyan: "For the moment
I have been unable to do anything in getting Eussia and
Japan together. I like the Eussian people, but I abhor the
Eussian system of government and I cannot trust the word
of those at the head. The Japanese I am inclined to wel-
come as a valuable factor in the civilization of the future.
But it is not to be expected that they should be free from
prejudice against and distrust of the white race.''

Two days later, May 15,1905, he wrote to Senator Lodge
in London:

"It is evident that Japan is now anxious to have me try
to make peace. Just as Eussia suffered from cockyness,
and has good cause to rue her refusal to take my advice and
make peace after Port Arthur fell, so Japan made an error
in becoming over-elated in turn after Mukden and then re-
jecting my advice to make peace. Takahira, and I think
the Japanese Foreign Office, agreed with my position, but
the war party, including the army and navy, insisted upon
an indemnity and cession of territory, and rather than ac-
cept such terms the Eussians preferred to have another
try with Bojestvensky's fleet. I told the Japanese that if
there was any reasonable doubt, even if not a very great
doubt, as to the final result, it was in my judgment wise
to build a bridge of gold for the beaten enemy. They then